


REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES IN THE FALKIRK COUNCIL AREA 2023/25
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

1	Introduction and Background

The Representation of the People Act 1983 places a duty on local authorities to review their UK parliamentary polling districts and polling places at least once every four years.  The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 subsequently introduced a new provision altering the timing of compulsory reviews to the period of 16 months beginning with 1 October 2013 and every fifth year thereafter. The current review is now underway and must be completed by 31 January 2025.

The location of polling districts and polling places is the responsibility of Falkirk Council.  The location of the polling stations within the polling places is the responsibility of the Returning Officer.  For the purposes of this exercise, however, all aspects of the process will be undertaken jointly.

2	Scope and Aim of the Review

The statutory duty is to review UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling places.    However, as polling districts and polling places for other elections, i.e., Scottish Parliamentary and local government, are based on UK Parliamentary polling arrangements, the requirements of those other elections should also be taken into consideration as part of the Review.  

Although it is Falkirk Council’s Returning Officer who is the primary Returning Officer for the purposes of the Review and who has a statutory role to participate in it, all Returning Officers within the UK Parliamentary Constituencies in the Council area should be involved in the Review process.  In Falkirk’s case, this means the involvement of the Returning Officer at West Lothian Council, in relation to the proposed shared constituency of Bathgate and Linlithgow, and the Returning Officer at Clackmannanshire Council in relation to the proposed shared constituency of Alloa and Grangemouth.

The scope of the Review does not cover changes to the UK Parliamentary boundaries as these are the responsibility of the Boundary Commission for Scotland, nor does it cover changes to the Scottish Parliamentary or local government boundaries as these are the responsibility of Boundaries Scotland.  The Returning Officer will, however, make representations to these bodies regarding any minor anomalies in the boundaries if required.

The aim of the Review is to ensure that every elector in the Falkirk Council area has such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable and to ensure that, as far as possible, the accessibility needs of those who are disabled have been taken into consideration when designating polling places and the polling stations within.

As part of the Review process, the Council must:
· Comply with a number of legislative requirements, including designating a polling place for each polling district, unless the size or other circumstances of a polling district are such that the situation of the polling stations does not materially affect the convenience of the electors. 
· Seek to ensure that all electors in a constituency in the Council area have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances.
· Seek to ensure that, so far as is reasonable and practicable, every polling place for which it is responsible is accessible to electors who are disabled.

A preliminary review by relevant Council officers will inform the proposals together with any representations received from the Returning Officers.
3	Consultation Timetable
[bookmark: _Hlk147323648]The timetable for the Review is as follows:
	Task

	Date 

	Publication of Formal Notice of Review  
	Monday 9 October 2023

	Invite Returning Officers’ comments on proposed polling places
	Monday 9 – Tuesday 31 October 2023

	Publication of draft proposals and the Returning Officer’s submission
	Monday 6 November 2023

	Public consultation – comments invited on the existing and proposed polling arrangements, accessibility and the representations made by the Returning Officers (Falkirk, Clackmannanshire and West Lothian Councils).
	Monday 6 November – Monday 18 December 2023


	Report to Falkirk Council
	Wednesday 27 March 2024

	Publication of outcome of Review
	w/c Monday 1 April 2024


4	Existing polling arrangements
The current polling scheme, last updated for the Scottish local government elections in May 2022, is available on the Falkirk Council website (www.falkirk.gov.uk) or on request (see contact details below) for reference and information, together with a list of the existing polling places.  The polling scheme contains details of the current polling arrangements in each of the nine Wards in the Falkirk Council area.  This scheme was approved by Council following a full review of polling districts and polling places in 2018/19, with the exception of a few minor amendments, primarily due to changes affecting some polling places (closure, reassignation of premises etc).
5	Proposed polling arrangements
Details of proposed changes to the existing polling arrangements will be published in November 2023, along with the Returning Officer’s formal response which will incorporate any comments received from the Returning Officers of the cross-boundary constituencies which fall within the Falkirk Council area, as outlined in section 2 above.

6	The Review Process

Falkirk Council is required to publish a notice of the Review.  This is available on the Council website – www.falkirk.gov.uk.  It is also available to view in libraries throughout the Council area.
This consultation document, together with the current polling scheme and list of polling places, will be made available to:

· All elected Members of Falkirk Council, MPs and MSPs 
· Community Councils
· Returning Officers in the constituencies wholly or partly in the Falkirk Council area
· Electoral Registration Officer (ERO), Central Scotland Valuation Joint Board
· Falkirk Council’s Core Election Team
· Falkirk Council’s Corporate Management Team (Chief Executive and Service Directors or equivalent)
· Local community and disability groups
· Keyholders of current polling places
· Police Scotland
[bookmark: _Hlk147325420]A survey will also be available on the Council website (www.falkirk.gov.uk) for the duration of the public consultation period outlined above.

Any elector within the Falkirk Council area is welcome to make representations to the Council as to the designation of polling districts and polling places.

Representations will be invited from persons or organisations with expertise in access for people with any type of disability. 

All representations made by any person in connection with the Review will be published as part of the statutory review process. Such representations will be made available for public inspection, published on the Council website, and included in the report to Council in March 2024. 

Any person or body making representations is invited to suggest alternative polling districts or polling places to those proposed, along with reasons for the alternative proposal, where appropriate, so that they may be considered in the context of the Review.

Any person or body wishing to email their representations should send them to elections@falkirk.gov.uk. Alternatively, representations may be sent to the address at the end of this document.

On completion of the Review, Falkirk Council must give reasons for its decisions and must publish:



· All correspondence sent to the Returning Officer in connection with the Review.
· All correspondence sent to any person whom Falkirk Council contacted because they have expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for disabled people.
· All representations made by any person in connection with the Review.
· The minutes of any meeting held by Falkirk Council to consider any revision to the designation of polling districts or polling places within its area as a result of the Review.
· Details of the designation of polling districts and polling places within the Falkirk Council area as a result of the Review
· Details of the places where the results of the Review have been published.

7	Definitions of Terms

Polling District:
A polling district is a geographical area created by the sub-division of a UK Parliamentary constituency for the purposes of a UK Parliamentary election.  In Scotland, each electoral Ward must be divided into two or more polling districts unless there are special circumstances.

Polling Place:
A polling place is the building or area in which polling stations will be situated by the Returning Officer.  A polling place within a polling district must be designated so that the polling stations are within easy reach of all electors from across the polling district.

Polling Station:
A polling station is the room or area within the polling place where voting takes place.  Unlike polling districts and polling places which are fixed by the local authority (Falkirk Council), polling stations are chosen by the relevant Returning Officer for the election.  The number of polling stations in a polling place depends on the number and allocation of electors in the polling district.

8	Naming Convention for Polling Districts – administrative changes being made outwith this consultation process 

Every polling district reference in the Falkirk Council area comprises alphanumeric characters representing the UK Parliamentary constituency, the Scottish Parliamentary constituency, and the Ward in which the polling district sits.  For instance, an example of a current polling district in Ward 1 is LE101, the L representing the UK Parliamentary constituency of Linlithgow and East Falkirk; the E representing Falkirk East as the Scottish Parliamentary constituency; the number 1 representing Ward 1 – Bo’ness and Blackness, and two further digits, initially ending in a 5 or a 0 at the introduction of the current polling scheme to allow scope for minor adjustments to the polling district without impacting on the next polling district reference within that Ward.  In the example given, a minor change has been made to the polling district LE100 which has consequently changed it to LE101. The next polling district in the sequence is LE106.

Following the recent UK Parliamentary boundary review, the constituencies in the Falkirk Council area will change from the current Falkirk constituency (contained entirely within the Falkirk Council area) and Linlithgow and East Falkirk constituency (split across Falkirk and West Lothian Council areas) to reflect the new constituencies of Alloa and Grangemouth (split across Clackmannanshire and Falkirk Council areas), Bathgate and Linlithgow (split across Falkirk and West Lothian Council areas but with a reduced area shared with West Lothian than previously) and Falkirk (still within the Falkirk Council area but covering a different range of polling districts than previously).

The new polling districts will therefore be renamed to reflect the new UK Parliamentary constituencies and will include the following examples:

· Alloa and Grangemouth: 
· AE200 = A for Alloa and Grangemouth, E for Falkirk East and 2 for Ward 2, followed by 00 which might, through time, change to 01, 02 etc.
· AW500 = A for Alloa and Grangemouth, W for Falkirk West and 5 for Ward 5, followed by 00 which might, through time, change to 01, 02 etc.
· Bathgate and Linlithgow:
· BE101 = B for Bathgate and Linlithgow, E for Falkirk East and 1 for Ward 1, followed by 01 reflecting a change since inception and allowing capacity for further change in the future.
· Falkirk:
· FE801 = F for Falkirk, E for Falkirk East and 8 for Ward 8, followed by 01 reflecting a change since inception and allowing capacity for further change in the future.
· FW300 = F for Falkirk, W for Falkirk West and 3 for Ward 3, followed by 00 which might, through time, change to 01, 02 etc.

These changes will be made with effect from 1 December 2023 and do not form part of this consultation exercise.  

9	Contact Information: 
If you wish further information about this Review or if you wish to submit written representations, please contact:
Election Office – Falkirk Council
Rossvail
108 Glasgow Road
Camelon
Falkirk FK1 4HS

Tel: 01324 506111
Email:	elections@falkirk.gov.uk 					6 November 2023



